Interleukin-6 (IL6), also known as B cell stimulatory factor 2 (BSF-2), induces antibody. Non-relevant antibodies of the same class and normal rabbit serum were used for the control study. The slides were then covered with medium containing phenylene diamine and observed with an Olympus BH-2 epifluorescence microscope equipped with proper filters (Tokyo, Japan). The characterisation and specificity of a monoclonal antibody of IgM class to human recombinant IL-6 has been described previously.'5 As a second antibody an IgG fraction of goat anti-mouse IgM antiserum was used, which had been preabsorbed with normal human serum not to cross-react with the antibodies to human liver tissues. The binding of anti-IL-6 monoclonal antibody to the liver section was completely blocked by preincubation with recombinant IL-6. Lobular and portal tract areas of liver sections were photographed under light microscopy and followed by appropriate magnification to estimate the number of IL-6 positive cells. Patterns of distribution of stained endothelial cells in hepatic lobules were divided into three groups: spotty type, or cells distributed in less than 25% of the lobule; focal type, or between 25% and 50%; and diffuse type, or greater than 50% of the lobule. The numbers of IL-6 positive infiltrating mononuclear cells, seen mainly at portal tracts, was graded on a + to + + + scale, corresponding to positivity in 1-5%, 6-10%, and greater than 10% of total numbers of infiltrating mononuclear cells examined.
Results
The main cell elements staining positive for IL-6 in hepatic lobules were the sinusoidal endothelial cells. IL-6 positive endothelial cells were more numerous and diffusely distributed in lobules in acute viral hepatitis than in chronic viral hepatitis (table and fig 1) . Expression of IL-6 in endothelial cells was particularly increased in focal necrotic areas of hepatocytes and accompanied by positive Kupffer cells and infiltrating mononuclear cells.
In contrast, IL-6 positive infiltrating mononuclear cells were more common in portal tracts than in lobules (fig 2) . The 
